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|ldentification and Management

Identification and
Impacts

ommon mullein (Verbascum

thapsus) is a biennial forb
native to Europe and Asia. The first
year of the plant it produces a basal
rosette. Basal rosettes can grow to
30inchesindiameter. Theleavesare
light-greenin colorand are covered
in fine soft hairs. The woolly leaves
are alternate and overlapping each
otherand can grow over afootlong.
Inspringofthesecondyeartheplant
bolts an erect stem, that grows 2 to
6 feet tall. The flowers of the plant
are borne in terminal spikes. These
terminal spikes may reach up to 20
inches in length. The flowers are
sulfur-yellow in color and have five
petals. Theflowersrange from 3/4 of
aninch to 1 1/2 inches in diameter.
Numerous two chambered fruits

produce 100,000t0250,000seedsper

plant.Floweringandseedproduction
typical occur from June to August.
The plant has a deep taproot along
with a fiberous root system.

H

of-ways, pastures, hay fields, and
abandonedlands. It prefers gravelly
soil types, but can grow in other soil
types. Livestock will avoid eating

abitatsforCommonmulleinare

roadsides, waste places, right- §

Common mullein, due to the hairy
leaves of the plants. The plants were
originally introduced as a medicinal
plant. The Europeans used the
flowersfortea,andtheleavesformany
remedies like burns and rashes. Both
theEuropeansandthelndianssmoked
the dried leaves to treat bronchitis.

he key to effective control of

Common mullein is preventing
the production of seeds. This plant
is difficult to control due to the large
amount of seed produced and seed
bank left in the soil. Mechanical,
cultural, biological and chemical
treatmentscanbesuccessfulifutilized
together in an integrated weed
management plan. Details on the
back of this sheet can help to create
amanagementplan compatible with
your site ecology.

Common mullein is designated
as a “List C" species on

the Colorado Noxious Weed

Act. It is required to be either
eradicated, contained, or
suppressed depending on the
local jurisdictions managing this
species. For more information,
visit www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds

or call the State Weed Coordinator
at the Colorado Department of
Agriculture, Conservation Services
Division, 303-239-4100.

Photos © All Photos from Kelly Uhing,
DepartmentofAgriculture;ExceptBottom left
Mary Ellen (Mel) Harte, United States

Verbascum thapsus




Management Recommendations
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Integrated Weed Management recommendations

HERBICIDES

List C Species

CULTURAL
Cultural control can be effective in Integrated
assistance with other treatment Weed
options. Once the parent plants have Management:
been removed, cultivating the area
with desirable grasses and forbs may Preventing the
outcompete Common mullein seedlings. establishment
For specific seed recommendations and the seed
contact your local Natural Resources production
Conservation Services for seed mixes. of Common
mullein is key
to controlling
BIOLOGICAL . populations. If
Gymnetron tetrum, a seed eating the population
weevil, biological control has been found /s established,
in eastern Washington State and is using a
currently working on populations there. combination
he weevil has not yet been approved of cultural
for use in Colorado. Contact the Palisade c/)em/'ca//
Insectary of the Colorado Department b/'o/og/'cc;/ and
of Agriculture at 970-464-7916 for more mechanical
information. treatments
canardin
suppressing
population
MECHANICAL size. Since
Hand pull or dig when soil is moist, prior N2 Y
to flowering and seed production can f/:fw?d'f
be effective. If flowers are present, bag ? Sie ‘
specimens carefully so as not to scatter /;:Za/’?;gn 4
any potential seeds. The key to effective occurover
control is to prevent seed production an extended
and/or spread. period of time.

NOTE: The following are recommendations for herbicides that can be applied to range and

pasturelands. Rates are approximate and based on equipment with an output of 30 gal/acre.
Please read label for exact rates. Alwaysread, understand, and follow the label directions. The
herbicide label is the LAW!

P+D *this is a Restricted
Use Pesticide*)

HERBICIDE RATE APPLICATION TIMING
Chlorsulfuron (Telar 1-3 oz/acre Apply to rosette stages in spring or fall prior
XP) to bolting. Add non-ionic surfactant @ 0.32

oz/gal water or 1 pt/100 gal water.
2,4-D Picloram (Grazon |4 pts/acre Apply to rosette stages in spring or fall prior

to bolting. Add non-ionic surfactant @ 0.32
oz/gal water or 1 pt/100 gal water. DO NOT
apply near trees/shrubs/high water table.

Picloram (Tordon 22K
*this is a Restricted Use
Pesticide*)

1-2 qts/acre

Applytorosettestagestoearlygrowthstagesin
springorfall. Add non-ionicsurfactant@0.32
oz/gal water or 1 pt/100 gal water. DO NOT
Apply near trees/shrubs/high water table.

Metsulfuron(Cimmaron)

1.0 oz/acre

Apply to rosette stages in spring or fall. Add
non-ionic surfactant @ 0.32 oz/gal water or 1
pt/100 gal water.

Photos © Top to Bottom; Kelly Uhing, Colorado Department of Agriculture; Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State
University, Bugwood.org; Kelly Uhing, Colorado Department of Agriculture
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